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UNCLAS CANBERRA 0552 

CINCPAC ALSO FOR POLAD 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: PEPR, ID, AS 

SUBJECT: AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT ACCEPTS INDONESIAN TAKEOVER 
IN TIMOR 

1 . AUSTRALIAN FONMIN ANDREW PEACOCK, IN A STATEMENT ON 
JANUARY 20, 1978, ANNOUNCED THAT THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERN- 
MENT OFFICIALLY RECOGNIZED INDONESIA'S SOVEREIGNTY 
OVER THE FORMER PORTUGUESE COLONY OF EAST TIMOR. 

2. PEACOCK SAID THE AUSTRALIAN GOVERNMENT'S DECISION 
WAS BASED UPON THE FACT THAT INDONESIAN GOVERNMENT 
CONTROL WAS EFFECTIVE AND COVERED ALL MAJOR ADMINISTRA- 
TIVE CENTERS. ALTHOUGH THE GOA "REMAINS CRITICAL OF 
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THE MEANS BY WHICH INTEGRATION WAS BROUGHT ABOUT, 

IT WOULD BE UNREALISTIC TO CONTINUE TO REFUSE TO 
RECOGNIZE THAT EAST TIMOR IS PART OF INDONESIA. ' 1 

3. THE GOA'S MOVE WAS PROMPTED BY THE NEED TO DEAL 
DIRECTLY WITH INDONESIA OVER CONSULAR MATTERS HAVING 
TO DO WITH REUNITING FAMILY MEMBERS OF THOSE TIMORESE 
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WHO HAD COME TO AUSTRALIA AS REFUGEES FOLLOWING THE 
INDONESIAN INVASION IN 1975. 

4. PEACOCK'S ANNOUNCEMENT BROUGHT PREDICTABLE HOWLS 
OF OUTRAGE FROM THOSE SMALL NUMBERS OF POLITICALLY 
ACTIVE AUSTRALIANS WHO HAVE MADE THE TIMOR ISSUE A 
BADGE TO REPLACE THE ONE THEY LOST WHEN THE VIETNAM 
WAR ENDED. MORE SENSIBLE AUSTRALIANS (INCLUDING MOST 
EDITORIAL OPINION) HAS APPLAUDED PEACOCK S STATEMENT 
AS POSSIBLY LAMENTABLE BUT NONETHELESS THE ONLY 
PRACTICAL COURSE OF ACTION IN DRAT. TNG WITH AUSTRALIA’S 
NORTHERN NEIGHBOR. 
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